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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
1. Claims 6-11, 13-18, 22-23, and 25-30 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Hutchison ( US Patent Application Publication 2003/01 19536). 

Regarding Claim 6 Hutchison discloses an implicit floor control method for a packet- 
based real-time media session in which a plurality of user stations exchange media via a 
communication server on a packet-switched network, wherein the packet-based real-time media 
session defines a floor that only one of the user stations can hold at any time, the implicit floor 
control method comprising (see figure 1, [0010]): 

a given user one of the user stations receiving from a user a request for the floor ( see 
[0024], arbitration is implemented in the wireless communication devices, the arbitration 
responsibility can migrate from device to device); and 

the given user station responsively beginning to send a first media stream to the 
communication server as an implicit floor request ( see [0024], arbitration is implemented in the 
wireless communication device, and will process access request); 

while the given user station is sending the first media stream to the communication 
server, the given user station beginning to receive a second media stream from the 
communication server ( see [0035], WCD( user station), transmits over broadcast link, the 
server then send acknowledgement to WCD); and 

the given user station treating its receipt of the second media stream from the 
communication server as an implicit denial of the implicit floor request {see [0037], access is not 
granted and controller sends an unfavorable acknowledgement, see also paragraph [0038], 
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lines 1-4, WCD 2 may generate an indication of the unfavorable acknowledgement, again as a 
visual, audible or tactile indication, to the user, which reads on media stream ). 

Regarding Claim 7 Hutchison discloses everything as applied above (see claim 6). In 
addition the implicit floor control method includes: 

wherein the given user station has a floor-control request mechanism and has a wireless 
communication interface for wirelessly communicating with a radio access network that 
provides connectivity with the packet-switched network, and wherein ( see [0024]): 

receiving the request for the floor from the user comprises detecting user actuation of the 
floor-control request mechanism ( see [0033], arbitration controller (wireless device), response 
to access request) ; and 

beginning to send the first media stream to the communication server comprises 
beginning to wirelessly transmit the first media stream via the wireless communication interface 
to the radio access network for transmission of the first media stream in turn over the packet- 
switched network to the communication server ( see [0035], access is granted, by controller the 
directs the audio over the broadcast link). 

Regarding Claim 8 Hutchison discloses everything as applied above (see claim 7). In 
addition the implicit floor control method includes: 

wherein the first media stream carries a digital representation of voice provided by the 
user (see [0026], CDMA, GSM, WCDMA( digital network), see [0019], digital audio 
communication is transmitted to controller). 

Regarding Claim 9 Hutchison discloses everything as applied above (see claim 6). In 
addition the implicit floor control method includes: 
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the communication server beginning to receive the first media stream as the implicit floor 
request ( see [0022], receiving audio serves as access request); and 

the communication server responsively granting the floor to the given user station if no 
other user station currently holds the floor ( see [0021 J, controller grants or denies access). 

Regarding Claim 10 Hutchison discloses everything as applied above (see claim 9). In 
addition the implicit floor control method includes: 

the communication server disregarding the first media stream if another user station 
currently holds the floor ( see [003 2 J, access is denied, audio is discarded). 

Regarding Claim 11 Hutchison discloses everything as applied above (see claim 9). In 
addition the implicit floor control method includes: 

wherein granting the floor to the given user station comprises^ see [0031], access is 
granted ): 

beginning to forward media of the first media stream to each other user station of the 
plurality of user stations engaged in the packet based real-time media session ( see [0031], access 
is granted audio is sent over broadcast link). 

Regarding Claim 13 Hutchison discloses everything as applied above (see claim 6). In 
addition the implicit floor control method includes: 

wherein treating receipt of the second media stream from the communication server as an 
implicit denial of the implicit floor request comprises: 

discontinuing sending the first media stream to the communication server (see [0037], 
access is denied, controller does not direct audio over the broadcast link). 
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Regarding Claim 14 Hutchison discloses everything as applied above (see claim 6). In 
addition the implicit floor control method includes: 

wherein treating receipt of the second media stream from the communication server as an 
implicit denial of the implicit floor request comprises: 

alerting a user of the given user station that the floor has been denied ( see [003 7J, access 
is denied, controller sends an unfavorable acknowledgement). 

Regarding Claim 15 Hutchison discloses everything as applied above (see claim 13). In 
addition the implicit floor control method includes: 

wherein alerting the user of the given user station that the floor has been denied 
comprises providing at least one alert selected from the group consisting of (i) an audible alert, 
(ii) a visual alert and (iii) a vibratory alert ( see [0038], unfavorable acknowledgement is visual , 
audible or tactile indication(iii)). 

Regarding Claim 16 Hutchison discloses an implicit floor control method for a packet- 
based real-time media session in which a plurality of user stations exchange media via a 
communication server on a packet-switched network, wherein the packet-based real-time media 
session is half-duplex and therefore defines a floor that only one of the user stations can hold at 
any time, the implicit floor control method comprising ( see figure 1, [0010]): 

a given one of the user stations receiving from a user a request for the floor while the user 
station is receiving an incoming media stream from the communication server ( see [0034], 
controller direct audio over broadcast link, a user (2) is requesting access to the broadcast 
link) ; and 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/636,01 2 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2616 

the given user station treating its receipt of the incoming media stream from the 
communication server as an implicit denial of the user's request for the floor ( see [0037], access 
is denied, controller does not direct audio from user (2)). 

Regarding Claim 17 Hutchison discloses everything as applied above (see claim 16). In 
addition the implicit floor control method includes: 

in response to the implicit denial, the given user station alerting the user that the floor is 
denied ( see [0037], controller sends unfavorable acknowledgement , when access is denied). 

Regarding Claim 18 Hutchison discloses everything as applied above (see claim 17). In 
addition the implicit floor control method includes: 

wherein alerting the user that floor is denied comprises providing the user with at least 
one alert selected from the group consisting of (i) an audible alert, (ii) a visual alert and (iii) a 
vibratory alert ( see [0038], unfavorable acknowledgement is visual, audible or tactile 
indication(iii)). 

Regarding Claim 22 Hutchison discloses a cellular mobile station (wireless 
communication device) comprising: 

a floor-control request mechanism (see figure l,inherent in 14A-14N, see [0024]); 

a processor programmed (i) to respond to user actuation of the floor-control request 
mechanism by beginning to send a first media stream as an implicit floor request to a 
communication server (arbitration controller)( see figure 2, see [0024]) and (ii) to treat receipt 
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of a second media stream from the communication server, as an implicit floor denial ( see 
[0037], controller sends a unfavorable acknowledgement , when access is not granted, see also 
paragraph [0038], lines 1-4, WCD 2 may generate an indication of the unfavorable 
acknowledgement, again as a visual, audible or tactile indication, to the user, which reads on 
media stream). 

Regarding Claim 23 Hutchison discloses everything as applied above {see claim 22). In 
addition the cellular mobile station includes: 

wherein the first media stream comprises a sequence of packets carrying a digital 
representation of voice provided by a user (see [0026], CDMA, GSM, WCDMA( digital 
network), see [0019], digital audio communication is transmitted to controller). 

Regarding Claim 25 Hutchison discloses everything as applied above (see claim 22). In 
addition the cellular mobile station includes: 

the processor is programmed to discontinue sending the first media stream to the 
communication server in response to the implicit floor denial ( see [0037], when access is not 
granted, controller does direct the audio from user). 

Regarding Claim 26 Hutchison discloses everything as applied above (see claim 22). In 
addition the cellular mobile station includes: 

the processor is programmed to alert a user about the floor denial ( see [0038], when 
access is not granted controller will send unfavorable acknowledgement, as visual, audible, or 
tactile indication). 

Regarding Claim 27 Hutchison discloses an implicit floor control method for a full- 
duplex packet-based real-time media session in which a plurality of user stations exchange media 
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via a communication server on a packet-switched network, the implicit floor control method 
comprising (see figure 1, see [0010]): 

In the full-duplex packet-based real-time media session (see paragraph [0026] lines 1 1- 
12, wireless communication CDMA, GSM WCDMA, or the like), the communication server 
granting levels of floor to two or more user stations in response to receipt of media streams from 
the user stations and based on an order in which the communication server begins to receive the 
media streams from the user stations (see [0034], broadcast priority), wherein granting levels of 
floor to two or more user stations comprises granting a highest floor level to a first user station 
from which the communication server receives a media stream when the first user station 
currently holds the highest floor level( see paragraph [0058], lines 12-19, arbitration will 
involve arbitration among multiple devices (two or more ) that may be requesting access as 
well as the device that presently has access. If the access request is granted (118), the 
arbitrating device relinquishes control of the broadcast link to the requesting device (highest 
floor level) and may transmit a communication to base station 12 to that effect. 

Regarding Claim 28-30 Hutchison discloses everything as applied above {see claim 6, 
16, and 22). In addition the cellular mobile station and method includes: 

Real-time Transport Protocol (RTP) stream (see paragraph [0038], lines 1-4, WCD 2 
may generate an indication of the unfavorable acknowledgement, again as a visual, audible or 
tactile indication, to the user, which reads on RTP stream). 
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Response to Arguments 
Claim Objections 

2. Previous objections are withdrawn in view of Applicant's amendment filed August 7, 
2007. 

Claim Rejections -J5 USC §112 

3. Previous rejection under 35 USC 112, second paragraph, are withdrawn in view of 
Applicant' s amendment filed August 7, 2007 

4. Applicant's arguments filed August 7, 2007 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In the remarks on pg. 10 of the amendment, the applicant contends that Hutchinson does 
not teach or suggest "implicit denial of a floor request" and it never suggests anything about 
receiving audio as a floor denial. 

Examiner respectfully disagrees Hutchinson teaches the communication server generate 
an indication of the unfavorable acknowledgement, as a visual, audible or tactile indication, to 
the user, which reads on RTP stream. See rejection of claim 6. 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 27-30 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. See rejection of claims 27-30. 

Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
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will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mon Cheri S. Davenport whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1803. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Seema Rao can be reached on 571-272-3 174. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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